Lesson: Long Walk to Water Mini Project
Subject: English

Grade: 8

Number of Students: 25

SOL: 

· 8.6: Students will read, comprehend, and analyze a variety of nonfiction text

· k) Evaluate, organize, and synthesize information for use in written and oral formats.

· 8.7: The student will write in a variety of forms, including narration, exposition, persuasion, and informational.

· a) Select specific vocabulary and information for audience and purpose

· b) Use prewriting strategies to generate and organize ideas.

· 8.9: The student will apply knowledge of appropriate reference materials to produce a research product

· c) Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate, and communicate information

· e) Cite primary and secondary sources using Modern Language Association (MLA)
NETS-S: 
· 1. Facilitate and inspire student learning and creativity
· 2. Design and develop digital age learning experiences and assessments
Objectives:
· The students will:
· discover countries suffering from the water crisis by utilizing Google Trek map 
· analyze information and do additional research to determine the causes, effects, and solutions to the water crisis in a particular country or city
· summarize the information using pre-writing strategies and annotation 
· Assemble the information in a typed persuasive letter using graphic organizers
· Properly cite sources used in research
Materials:
· Computer
· Graphic organizer
· Project outline 
· Cornell Notes
Procedures: Prior to this activity the students would have been introduced to proper researching techniques and how to properly cite sources. The teacher should have also shown the students Google Trek before starting this activity, preferably the class period before. This activity is coinciding with the reading of the fictional book Long Walk to Water, which is part of the fictional unit. Having already gone through the non-fiction unit, students should understand how to read and annotate news articles and other non-fiction texts. 
Teacher Talk: If you recall last class I showed you Google Trek map. Today you are going to use this application to identify and research countries suffering from the water crisis like Nada in Long Walk to Water. 

1. The teacher will hand out the Project Outline worksheet and go over it with the students so they understand the task. Below is a sample of the worksheet:

	You and a partner have decided that you want to start a non-profit organization to assist a country suffering from the water crisis. However, there are two problems: both of you are unsure of which country you want to assist and you do not have the funds to start up your organization.

You are going to use the Google Trek Map I have created to decide which of the following countries you want to assist: 
1. Ethiopia
2. Rwanda

3. Bangladesh

4. Nepal

5. United States

6. New England Beaches

7. Sao Paulo

8. Haiti 

Using the information and links I have provided, in addition to 1-2 other sources you find on your own, you are to write a persuasive letter urging the Bank of Ms. Rawlings to help fund your organization. In the letter you must address the following:

1. The country you are looking to help

2. The crisis and its effects on the country

3. The types of improvements you want to make, why you want to make the improvements, and a brief explanation of how you plan on making the them  (how you plan on using the money I am giving you)

4.  The reason I should help fund your organization (how does the water crisis in the country affect me)
To guide you through your research, I have provided you with ideas to consider:

1. Reasons for the crisis

	2. Negative effects on the people and the country (agriculture, education, etc.)

3. Connections between the country and other countries affected by the same crisis.

4. Improvements being made by other organizations and the steps they are taking.

I will provide you with Cornell notes to annotate the information you find, as well as a graphic organizer for your persuasive letter. Each of you are to turn in individual copies of the Cornell notes and graphic organizer, but only one copy of the letter. The letter can be 1 to 2 pages typed, double spaced, 12 point font, and include appropriate citation of your sources on the bottom. 

Have fun and good luck!


2. Once the teacher goes over the hand-out, and ensures the students understand the assignment, she will give each pair a computer which already has the Google Treks map pulled up. She will also hand each student a copy of the Cornell notes and the graphic organizer.
Teacher Talk – As you see I have already pulled up the Google Trek map for you. I will be walking around the room to assist with any problems you may have, but I expect you to work as a team to complete this assignment. Good Luck! 

Assessment: The letter is the assessment of the Google Trek assignment. Below is the rubric that I will use to grade the letter. 
	Concerns

Areas that Need Work
	Criteria

Standards for This Task
	Advanced

Evidence of Exceeding Standards

	
	Criteria # 1: 
Letter uses proper vocabulary and terminology for the intended audience. Letter includes correct grammar and punctuation.
	

	
	Criteria # 2:
Letter meets page and format requirements
	

	
	Criteria # 3:
Letter addresses the 4 points identified in the directions and shows student’s comprehension of information found about the crisis in the particular country
	

	
	Criteria # 4:

Both the Cornell notes and the graphic organizer are turned in with the letter
	

	
	Criteria # 5:

Sources are properly cited and included at the bottom of the page
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